
 

UN urges Ethiopia, Egypt and Sudan to recommit to dam
talks

The United Nations called on Ethiopia, Sudan and Egypt on Tuesday, 6 July, to recommit to talks on the operation of a
giant hydropower dam, urging them to avoid any unilateral action, a day after Ethiopia began filling the dam's reservoir.

The Blue Nile River is seen as the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam reservoir fills near the Ethiopia-Sudan border, in this broad
spectral image taken 6 November 2020. Nasa/METI/AIST/Japan Space Systems, and US/Japan Aster Science Team/Handout via
Reuters

The UN Security Council will likely discuss the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) this week after Arab states
requested the 15-member body address the issue.

Ethiopia says the dam on its Blue Nile is crucial to its economic development and to provide power. But Egypt views it as a
grave threat to its Nile water supplies, on which it is almost entirely dependent. Sudan, another downstream country, has
expressed concern about the dam's safety and the impact on its own dams and water stations.

UN secretary-general Antonio Guterres backs the role of the African Union in mediating between the countries, Guterres'
spokesman Stephane Dujarric told reporters in New York.

'Engaging in good faith'

"What is also important, that there be no unilateral action that would undermine any search for solutions. So, it's important
that people recommit themselves to engage in good faith in a genuine process," Dujarric said on Tuesday.
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Egypt's irrigation minister said on Monday he had received official notice from Ethiopia that it had begun filling the reservoir
behind the dam for a second year. Egypt said it rejected the measure as a threat to regional stability.

The US State Department on Tuesday said Ethiopia's filling of the GERD had the potential to raise tensions, as it also urged
all parties to refrain from unilateral actions on the dam.

State Department spokesperson Ned Price said the United States called for all parties to commit themselves to a negotiated
solution acceptable to all sides.

Solutions needed to be guided by example, said Dujarric.

"Solutions... have been found for others who share waterways, who share rivers, and that is based on the principle of
equitable and reasonable utilisation and the obligation not to cause significant harm," he said.
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